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VIII, A Letter from the fame Learned and Inge¬ 
nious Gentleman, concerning his, farther Trogrefs 
in inoculating the Small Pox: To Dr. Jurin 
R. S. Seer. 


T N Anfwer to what you require from me, as to 
J[ what has been farther done, I have only to add 
that fince I writ to Dr. Whitaker, I have made the 
Infition upon about fifteen Perfons, who have all had 
the Diftemper very favourably, and got thro* it with 
a great deal of eafe. As nothing uncommon or 
extraordinary did happen in any of thefe Cafes, 
it will not be nccefiary to trouble you with a par¬ 
ticular Account of any of them: They were moft of 
them at fome diftance, the Small Pox being in a great 
meafure gone from this Town and Neighbourhood. 

I am very fenfible of the Favour done me by the 
Royal Society, who were pleafed to take notice of 
my Letter to Dr. Whitaker, which you had nothing to 
move you to befides a generous Diipofition to encou¬ 
rage the fmalleft attempts towards any Thing, that tmy 
tend to publick Advantage. I mud own that all the 
Information I had concerning this Affair, which 1 have 
happen’d to be engaged in, was entirely from the Phi- 
lojophical Tranfaftions. 'Tis now about fix Years, fince 
the Royal Society did communicate to the World fbme 
Letters from two very confiderable Phyficians rea¬ 
ding in Turkey, whofe good Senfe or Integrity we had 
uo Reafon to call in queflion; thefe Gentlemen did fo- 
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lemnly afifure us, that the Method of Inoculation had 
been for many Years pra&ifed in thofe parts of the 
World, with almoft conflant fuccefs. I had, as well 
as all others who have been engaged in the Pridice, 
with (ufficient Sorrow and concern, been called to ma¬ 
ny in the Small Pox, whofe Cafes were fo deplorable, 
as to admit of no relief. And therefore 1 cou d not 
but be very thoughtful about this Method, which 
promifed to carry Perfons thro’ that cruel Diftemper, 
with fo much eafe and fafety. I was fo far from know¬ 
ing that it was a Crime, that S always thought it 
the Duty of our Profeflion, to do whatever we could 
to prelerve the Lives of thofe, who commit them- 
felves to our Care; And I knew no Reafon, why 
we ought nor, with all humble thankfulnefs to Al¬ 
mighty God, to make ufe of any means, which his good 
providence fhall bring to light conducing to that End. 
This Matter, tho’ of fo great Importance, lying dor¬ 
mant fo long after it was known, is, I prefume a fuffi- 
cient proof, that none have been very forward to try 
Experiments. But when we had the Account in the 
Publick Papers, that it had by their Royal Highnefs’s 
Command been done with fuccels at London , i cou’d 
not be fatisfied without trying it here. I was foon 
convinced, that it would be of very great ufe; and the 
more experience I have had of it fince, the more I 
am confirm’d in the fame opinion. I believe all others, 
who have feen any thing of this Pra&ice, are in the 
fame fentiment, and rhere is no doubt, but in a few 
Years the World will acknowledge: the fervice, which 
the Royal Society have done to Mankind, in firft re¬ 
vealing to this part of Europe a Thing fo beneficial 
as it will certainly prove s for tho’ fome few unfortunate 
accidents may fometimes happen, yet thofe will be ve¬ 
ry rare in companion of the many' fad and diiaftrous 
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Events, which this Diflemper has been, and ever will 
be very fruitful of, while it is left to rage in its full 
force and violence. 

Sn% t doubt not but when you have colle&ed a 
fufficicnt Number of Obfervacions for it, you will 
be ab'e to demonftrate, That the Hazard in this Me¬ 
thod is very inconfiderable, in proportion to that in the 
ordinary way by accidental Contagion, Co frnall, that 
it ought not to deter any Body from making ufe of it. 
In order to fatisfy my felf, what Proportion the Num¬ 
ber of thofe that die of the Small Pox, might bear to 
the whole Number that is feized with the Diftem- 
per, in the natural way, I have made forne enquiry 
hereabouts, and I Ihall take the freedom to tranlmic 
the Accounts to you, becaufe I believe you may de¬ 
pend upon their being taken with fuflicient care and 
impartiality. In Hallifax, fince the beginning of Iaft 
Winter, 27 6 have had the Small Pox, and out of that 
Number 43 have died. In Rockdale, a. fmall Neigh¬ 
bouring Market Town, 177 have had the Diflemper, 
and 38 have died. In Leeds 792 have had the Small 
Pox, and 189 have died. It is to be noted, that in 
this Town, the Small Pox have been more favourable 
this Seaion than ufual, and in Leeds they have been 
more than ufually mortal; but upon a Medium in tbefe 
three Towns, there have died nearly 22 out of eve¬ 
ry hundred, which, is above a fifth Part, of all that 
have been infe&ed in the natural way. I have in thefe 
Accounts confined my felf to the Limits of the Towns. 
The Numbers that have had the Small Pox in the Coun¬ 
try round about, is vaftly greater; but the Propor¬ 
tion of thofe that die is much the fame. I have made 
the enquiry in feveral Country Villages hereabouts, 
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in fome I found the Proportion to be greater, in o- 
thers leis, but in the main it is nearly the fame. 
I am, 

Thomas Nettleton, 

Halifax 

June 1 6. 172a. 
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